
Optimism and a zeal for what’s
new marked the opening of the
Motivation Show yesterday, with

officials projecting the largest atten-
dance since the show peaked in 2001. At
least 10,000 buyers are registered to
attend some portion of the three-day
event here at Chicago’s McCormick
Place, with exhibitors and other non-
buyer registrants projected to swell
attendance to well over 15,000, accord-
ing to show organizers Hall-Erickson. 

“We’re most excited about the travel
side, which has shown good growth,”
says show spokesperson Wayne
Dunham. “We’re hearing that people are
traveling again.”  Of all attendees,
approximately 5,000 are registered for
IT&ME, the show’s travel arm.

Exhibitors in the travel segment sec-
onded that optimism, despite some
nervousness brought on by heavy morn-
ing traffic that delayed many. “We’re
seeing good interest from people looking
for a new destination,” says Lindsay
Bowman, deputy manager of promo-
tions for Dubai. Destination manage-
ment representatives were also opti-
mistic, if more cautious, given the ups
and downs of the travel industry since
its peak in early 2001. “Business is on
par and has been good,” says Tom

Cornwell of U.S. Virgin Islands DMC
Island Meetings & Incentives. A show
veteran, Cornwell notes planners typi-
cally spend the first day investigating
hotel properties before turning to desti-
nation-specific services like DMCs and
tour operators in the latter half. 

Reflecting the strength of the incen-
tives and recognition industry overall,
an estimated one-third of show atten-
dees are new this year, many drawn in
by the wealth of research in recent years
demonstrating the tangible benefits of a
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Wednesday September 27

9:00 a.m. EXHIBITS OPEN

9:30 a.m.-4:00 p.m. Business Solutions
That Motivate People Seminar Series

10:30 a.m.-3:30 p.m. The First National
Conference on People Performance
Management

11:30 a.m.-1:30 p.m. MPI Meetings
Industry Luncheon

5:00 p.m. EXHIBITS CLOSE
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Decade’s largest show reflects healthy industry

Strong Attendance Marks Show Start 

By Brendan Coffey
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Show at-a-Glance

Snapshots 
from the show

Thursday September 28

9:00 a.m. EXHIBITS OPEN

9:30 a.m.-4:00 p.m. Business Solutions
That Motivate People Seminar Series

2:00 p.m. EXHIBITS CLOSE

See Show Stoppers on page 3

Attendees check out a wide variety of offerings, from gift
cards at Home Depot to Ireland’s native spirit, whiskey.
For more photos of day one of the show, go to page 38. 
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Great Location for 
the IPG in 2007
Have your product or a description of your service 
featured prominently in the Innovative Products Gallery.
This year’s gallery will be located at the front of the
exhibit hall in booth 4645. Everyone walking up the two
escalators will pass the display cases... most likely 
multiple times! This will dramatically increase the
number of impressions!

When You’re Part of the Innovative Products 
Gallery, You’re Automatically Part of 
Motivation Show Daily!!
A specially produced Motivation Show Daily insert will 
feature products and services on display in The 
Motivation Show’s Innovative Products Gallery, one of
the most sought after destinations at the Show.

You’ll get special prominent coverage both pre-show 
and at-show.
■ Pre-Show: online at www.MotivationShow.com and 
in print in Motivation Strategies
■ At-Show: on display and in print in The Motivation
Show Daily

Front-and-Center Exposure at The 
Motivation Show’s Innovative Products Gallery
Sign up to have your product featured in the
Innovative Products Gallery, and you’ll get
special prominent coverage both pre-show
and at-show, as well as the chance to have
your product or service selected as one of
the Best New Products or Services at the
show in the following categories:

■ Branded Products
■ Incentive Travel
■ Meetings
■ Promotional Products
■ Meeting Services
■ Online Technology
■ Event Products

For more information about the Innovative Products Gallery, or simply 
to learn more about what we can do for you, contact Glenn Holden 
at gholden@motivationshow.com or at 914-591-7600, ext. 282.

Marketing Services

The Innovative Products Gallery
got great coverage in 2006. Don’t
miss out on the 2007 edition!

You will also have the chance to have your product or 
service selected as one of the Best New Products or
Services, in which case you will get post-show coverage
both in e-mail and in print publications.
Cost: $895 per product

If you do not wish to also appear in The Motivation 
Show Daily, contact us for alternate pricing.

How it Works
Simply fill out the IPG entry form, and provide an 
electronic image and description of your item 
conforming to the indicated specifications, by the
deadline: July 16, 2007. Be sure to include your 
payment or to request an invoice.

You will be responsible for shipping your products to The 
Motivation Show following the specifications provided and
picking up your product on Thursday at the close of the show.
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